
A landmark announcement took
Bracknell one step closer to
regeneration as the Government
Office for the South East (GOSE)
gave the go ahead to the Outline
Planning Application for the
£750million regeneration of the
town centre.

GOSE’s decision means that
Bracknell Forest Borough Council
may now make a final decision on
the planning application in the
summer. The Planning and
Highways Committee voted
unanimously in its favour at 
the meeting on 9 February before 
it went to GOSE. 

We are already progressing land
negotiations and planning
agreements, and once these are
confirmed the Council 
will be able to grant planning
permission.

So what happens next?

Whilst securing planning permission
is a great achievement for everyone
involved, in many respects, it is just
the first of many hurdles we have 
to overcome.

We are still about 18 months away
from the start of construction and
this time will be taken up with
detailed designs, securing
compulsory purchase and road
closure orders, obtaining detailed
planning consents and confirming
new retailers, including the all
important department stores.

We will continue to bring new
retailers into the centre and to
support existing businesses with
town centre promotions, events 
and advice.

Whilst we all want to build the new
development as quickly as possible,
there are a number of essential town
centre uses that can only move from
their existing premises once their
new buildings are complete - the
police station, magistrates court,
British Legion, the Council’s offices
library and the bus station.

Perhaps the building works will
become an attraction in their own
right and certainly an opportunity to
study the process of renewing a
town centre.

The plans for the regeneration of
Bracknell town centre are probably
unique, representing not just
physical redevelopment but an
opportunity to refresh and renergise
an entire town centre – to give it
back its dignity, purpose and self
esteem.

We are all looking forward to the

challenge and sincerely hope that

you will continue to support the

regeneration plans and enjoy 

the results.
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Full steam ahead for
Bracknell regeneration
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David Gregory, Development Manager at the
Bracknell Regeneration Partnership, tells us
what’s next for the town centre. 
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“Indeed we want to
continue to bring new
retailers into the centre
and to support existing
businesses with town
centre promotions,
events and advice.”

The new town centre will comprise:

Bracknell’s retail offer continues to
go from strength to strength. Many
retailers can’t wait to share in the
success of Bracknell and have
chosen to start trading in the town
now, rather than waiting for the
completion of the regeneration.
This is great news for shoppers who
can benefit from greater choice now.  

Last year alone we welcomed 
15 new retailers to the town,
including Warehouse and Miss
Selfridge. Bracknell now offers a
convenient, clean, safe, accessible
and family-friendly shopping

environment, as well as a shopping
experience complete with over 
300 brands. Existing retailers are
also investing strongly in their
Bracknell presence. Recently, for
example, Dorothy Perkins expanded
threefold and Bentalls completed a
major refurbishment of their
cosmetics and perfumery
department adding a state of the 
art Clarins Beauty Room. BB’s
Coffee and Muffins have now
opened their second café in
Princess Square, while Orange 
are preparing to open in the town
centre soon.

Bracknell is not waiting for the
regeneration process to be
completed before providing better
choice for its shoppers. We are
already offering a much improved
retail proposition today!  

The regeneration of Bracknell will
enhance the retail offer. The aim is
to provide a broad and exciting
range of shopping from big high
street brands to independent and
niche retailers. This way Bracknell
will maintain the vibrancy and
viability of the town centre.

Clare Juniper, Head of Strategic Asset Management
at Bracknell Regeneration Partnership, gives us an
overview on shopping in the town centre.

“Many retailers can’t
wait to share in the
success of Bracknell
and have chosen to
take units in the 
town now, rather 
than waiting for 
the completion of 
the regeneration.”

Bracknell’s retail
offer continues to
go from strength 
to strength.

• 56,000 sq m of new retail space, 
including  a shopping centre

• 15,000 sq m of new bars, cafes,
restaurants, leisure and 
entertainment facilities

• 1,000 new homes
• 3,500 new car parking spaces
• 62,000 sq m new and replacement

business space
• 4,000 sq m food store

• replacement civic accommodation
with a new larger library

• new bus station
• improved CCTV
• new police station
• new magistrates court
• extensively landscaped public space
• significant transport improvements
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OSCAs
Bracknell's Customer Service
Excellence drive kicks off in June
with a mystery shopping survey.
This is to identify standards of
service among retailers in the
town centre, who will be
recognised at an awards
ceremony on 22 June. Vote for
your favourite retailer in the
Bracknell News and be entered
into our prize draw - to win a great
prize from Bentalls and Sonrisa
photography. See Bracknell News
for more information.

Malaysian Festival Returns!
8 July
Come to Bracknell on Saturday
July 8 and see the town
transformed with the delights of
Malaysia including delicious food
and magical dance displays. 
Try a relaxing massage or see
skillful displays of the traditional
ball sport Sepak Takraw. 
There will also be hair braiding,
batik painting and a traditional
Malaysian wedding ceremony 
to attend!

Streetlife
21 July - 28 August 
We'll be bringing a fantastic
selection of street performers to
the town centre!

Win £100 worth of

Bental vouchers!

I am looking forward to the regeneration of Bracknell because.....
Complete the sentence below (in 15 words or less) and you could

be in with a chance of winning £100 worth of Bentalls vouchers.

Please send your completed sentences along with your name and address on a postcard to: 

‘EYE COMPETITION’, BRP, PARR HOUSE, 52 BROADWAY, BRACKNELL, BERKSHIRE, RG12 1AG 

or email info@newbracknell.com
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Town Centre Developer the
Bracknell Regeneration
Partnership and Bracknell
Forest Borough Council 
are working together on 
a fantastic programme 
of events throughout the
year to entertain shoppers
and their families. 

This material can be disposed of
by recycling, incineration for
energy recover, composting or
bio-degration.
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Mary Flavelle, Local Executive
Bracknell Forest 
Chamber of Commerce
“We are thrilled to hear the exciting
news of the regeneration, this is an
exciting time for all the people of
Bracknell. We look forward to being
part of its future, and congratulate
all involved. Bracknell will really
become a wonderful place 
for people to shop, socialise, live 
and work.”

Nick Monger-Godfrey, Head of
Corporate Social Responsibility
Waitrose Ltd
“As the Head Office location for
Waitrose Ltd and home to our
largest distribution centre, we value
the excellent transport network to
the south east and beyond. The
exciting regeneration will offer the
local community a fantastic modern
and exciting leisure and retail
environment, while improvements to
infrastructure and services will
attract and retain considerable
inward investment.”

Patsy Bell, Calico, 
Chair of Retailer Forums
“What a fantastic opportunity for
Bracknell and its communities! 
A new town centre, with the very
best of retail and recreational
facilities, along with all the
amenities that gives us a town to be
proud of. Whilst there’s a lot to do
and some great changes coming, 
we do need your custom now and
during the building works, 
so please continue to support your
town centre.”

Howard O’Keeffe, 
Bracknell and Wokingham College 
“Bracknell and Wokingham College
is delighted that the proposed
redevelopment of Bracknell town
centre now appears to be under
way. The town is an excellent
location in very many ways and this
huge investment will revitalise the
whole area. The College is currently
working on its own rebuild project
and we look forward to building on
our current success and to serving
the local population even better in
future as the new town centre takes
shape. We wish ‘bon voyage’ as 
the vision for Bracknell is turned
into reality.” 

Nick Hardy, Page Hardy Ltd
“It's great news that the town centre
now has the necessary planning
consent to move forward. The
decision should bring a lot of new
investment into the town with many
new businesses being attracted to
the area.”

Rob Morris, Retail Manager for
Bracknell Regeneration Partnership.
“The recent GOSE decision to
approve Bracknell’s Regeneration
scheme is a massive boost for
retailers in the town. We are ideally
placed to serve the shopping needs
of both Bracknell Forest residents
and the communities in smaller
surrounding towns. Many new
retailers will be attracted to the
town, which will complement 
the good range of established 
high street brands and 
Independent stores that Bracknell
currently offers” Philip Moore & Tony Devern, First Buses

Dalia and Mirella Babi, Binfield

0302

It is both an exciting and extremely
emotional time for members of
Bracknell Forest Borough Council.
Having spent many years pushing
for the regeneration of Bracknell
town centre to give the community
and shoppers of the borough the
town centre they both want and
deserve, we are finally at a stage
where we can confidently say, “it is
going to happen”.

The regeneration plans are in line
with the Bracknell town centre
masterplan and as such take on
board the wishes and wants of
residents, community groups and
businesses. As a result Bracknell
will truly be ‘your town’ – a town
centre literally shaped by you. 
The redevelopment justifiably 
enjoys your widespread support. 
I am thrilled that we have secured
the support of many surrounding
towns and neighbouring authorities
as well. 

The town centre will offer something
for everyone. It will be a true town
centre with a community heart as
well as being the venue for
outstanding shopping and leisure
activities. It will be the destination of

choice for local people, bringing
them back to Bracknell to shop and
to enjoy their leisure time.

It is with pride that I also reflect that
Bracknell is to be regenerated
responsibly. At the heart of the
scheme has been a desire to achieve
a sustainable redevelopment of the
town centre. We have been
determined to take our
responsibilities seriously and to
think of the long-term future of the
Bracknell community and of
subsequent generations. 

The new town centre therefore has
been designed to minimise its
impact on the environment and to
provide a 21st Century town centre
that can be enjoyed by generations
to come. It incorporates energy
efficient building design, recycling,
transport and renewable energy.
Indeed, we have so successfully
incorporated sustainable practices
within the scheme that we hope the
redevelopment will be cited as a
model of good practice for other
towns to follow.

There is much hard work still 
ahead of us and building works 
are unlikely to start until later 
next year, but we are on the
homeward straight. The end result
promises to be a truly spectacular
town centre of which we can all 
be proud.   

Cllr Paul Bettison,
Leader of Bracknell
Forest Borough Council.

“Do you know that the Government has given the go-ahead 
to regeneration?” We ask the people of Bracknell…

Helen Barnett
Marketing Manager
Bracknell Regeneration
Partnership

This newsletter is
designed to keep you
informed of progress
towards the new
Bracknell town centre. 
It is an exciting time in
Bracknell’s history, as the
plans for the regeneration
of Bracknell’s town centre
will soon become 
a reality. 

The Bracknell
Regeneration Partnership
team bringing about
Bracknell’s regeneration
is working tirelessly
behind the scenes to
ensure that you will 
soon be getting the 
town centre you want 
and deserve.    

In this issue Paul
Bettison, the Leader of
the Council also shares
with us his thoughts on
the Council’s Masterplan
coming to fruition; 
Clare Juniper talks of the
many improvements to
Bracknell’s retail offer
that are already taking
place; and we provide 
you with some details 
of forthcoming 
shopper promotions.  

We hope you find this
newsletter interesting 
and informative – and 
we would welcome any
suggestions or feedback
you may have for future
editions.  

We thank you for your
ongoing support as we
work together to put the
pride back into Bracknell.

helen.barnett@newbracknell.com

01344 350080

Welcome to
the first issue
of “an eye on
Bracknell”. “Bracknell”

– a town 

of which

we can 

be proud

”
”

”
Gareth Broad, Harmenswater

Philip Moore & Tony Devern, First Buses
Philip: “It sounds good, especially the new
bus station! I look forward to going to see
the exhibition again to refresh my memory
of what the plans are.” 

Tony: “Bracknell is in a bit of a time warp
so I’m looking forward to seeing something
more attractive in the town centre.”

Mr Dunlop from Enidwood House
“I think it is brilliant news for Bracknell...
more money coming into the town that will
generate new business. Most importantly,
Bracknell has fallen far behind other towns
in the region and this will bring it back!”

Helen Haylor, Harmenswater
“Bracknell needs something extra to attract
more people. There are very few places to
meet friends and family, so having more
bars and cafes will be a bonus. Now the
government has said OK, I would hope it
happens soon.”

Gareth Broad, Harmenswater
“Bracknell already has so much going for it,
so I hope the regeneration can change
people’s outside opinion.”

Waseem Akhtar, owner of Phone Box kiosk
in Princess Square.
“The Government’s done a good job giving
the proposals the go-ahead. The most
important thing is bringing in more popular
shops, as I know it will have a direct
benefit on shopkeepers in the town 
like me.”

Dalia and Mirella Babi, Binfield
“We think the regeneration is not just for
us who live here today, but it is for future
generations - People are afraid of
disruption for the next few years, but are
not focusing on the future benefits.”

“

“ “

“I think it is
brilliant
news for
Bracknell...”

Word on the street

”

an eye on

“The town centre 
will offer something
for everyone.”
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